A IR LELAR
Reduces Crack

Inequallty

Quarter-century-old law
subjected tens of thou-
sands of Blacks to long
prison terms for crack
‘cocaine convictions

The

A4

fE.d AN

rl r','\. {

L-*i"l"‘-‘-."l-:,'-i

BETTER COMMI

cH 5

Thursda?. Aﬂ-ﬂlﬁl 5.2511]

NITHE

lack Voice News

1 the Inland Emiplr

een B3
3N SETT

CRACK

_ _The Biack Voiex News ___

¥ ~ SAN BERNARDINO

A 1086 law passed to stem ram-
pmlmr.kwuhtm.hﬁlml
effoct of glving crack cocaine
offonders the same jall santence
a5 someons who possessad 100
times the same amount of pow-, .
dor cocaine. New

rows that ratio to 16 to one.

By Chris Levister
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weight of 200 penmies or 100 1imes
he amoint of cocaitie.

The new Juw nsmows thit rdio (o
woui 18 to L. It also eliminates the
Tvesyear mandsiony minimun for
irst-time possession of emck, The
thanges represent the first 1ime
fince the Nixon administration
snacted the law that Congress his
wpealed a manikiory minimum sen-
ence. The changes will not apply
etmactively.

“For Congiess 10 lake 2 SiEp
towand saying ‘we hove mxk o mis-
take and this sentence 15 tob severe’
. is mally remarkable,” said

nar- virziniaStoan, presicent of the

Caonstitution Project. In studies af
sentencing practices, the group has
peferned to Crack cocaine mundates as
a “poster child for the injustices of

both mumndzory seatencing.”

Democrats and Republicuns agreed e old low imposed mandory

was 4 quanercentury old injustice:

in drug semencing, Copgress
passed histotic legislation thil
reduces  the inqﬂty betwesn
mandatory sestencing for cmck and

cocame, The law  mamy
considered blatantly recist hos sub-
jected tens of thousands of Blacks
to lang pnm tnms mr u-ad:
fir more lenient (resment 1o those,
mainly whites, caght with the
powder form of the dug.

The Obana admimstration hus
cilled the sentencing dispanty
“fundementally onfair”.

The Taw was enacted in 1986,
when cmck cocaine use was mm-
pant and ofien assaciated with vio-
lent crime. Under its leamé, & per
son convicled of possessing an
amount of crack egual 1o the
weight of two p:mws pesultedina
mandgory minimum -senfence of
five years, In order to meceive A
similar sentence, possessing chem-
ically similar powder cocuine, one
would have to be canying the
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ninimums on crack coeaine lagely
sased on its ‘method of preparation
prepared with — with ammonia or
1:ukjng sod) , which is often sold in
aystals,

“Whether you crunch it, munch

it. snot it shoot 1t or toot it, it's
<till & contmlled substance.” That's
Kim Caner Founder and Excoutive
Director. of Time for Change
Foundition, & San Bemnarding sober
living organization that provites
peeniry services ko women Who are
homeless, ex-offenders and mcover:
ing from physical and substance
abuse

The Congressional Budget Office
estimates the new measure will save
the federal prison system shout $42
million over the next five years. 80
percenl of those convicted of cmek
cocaine offenses are Black. Caner
says the sentencing inequity  has
been particularly devastating to the
Black community.

The sentencing dispanty “has &s-
proportionutely filled our prisons
with young Black ud Lating dnig
users.” Motivated by her own expe-
riences a5 @ former incancerated
woman Carer cited figures that
Blacks serve almost ws much time
for drug possession offenses — 58.7
months — & whites do for violent
offenses — 61,7 months.

“Besides the fact that African
American men are incarcerated 14 1o
15 times more than whites. since
the war on drugs began i the 19805

we've seen neady an $00 percent
increase in the mie of incarceration
for African American women,” said
Cartet,

“Not only are parents removed
from their children and families for
long periods of lime. upon release
they face a vicious cycle of second:
ary punishment denial of jobs, pub-
lic housing and other basic. social
servioes and benefits. The impact on
the Black family has been devastil-
ing.”

Texde representative Lamar
Smiith, the top Republican on the
Judiciary Committee was the only
lawmaker 1o speak oul agdinst the
bill during the House debate.

“Why are we coddling some of
the most dngerons dug traffickers
in America? Smith argued passage
could incresse dnig violence 10 the
same levels @ the 1980, when
crack cocaine was rife.

Carter says while the new legisla
tion is monumetal the measure
does nol go far enough.

“Because it still treats erack and
powder cocaine differently. There
can be no real justice until thrr: is
ity In cocane sentencing.”




