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Speaker faults
state tax setup

By Andrew Edwards
Staff Wiriter

SAN BERNARDING — Cali-
fornin's govermment agencies
and nonprofits may be mired
in fiscal problems for a long
time in the absence of substan-
tive peforms to the stale’s tax
strocture, educators and non-
profit leaders said al & meeting
Tuesday.

The Time for Change Foun-
dation, » San Bernarding non-
profit that runs homeless shel-
ters  amd assists. | [ormer
inmates, hosted the meeting at
the Feldhevm Central Libracy.

The day's speakers included
nonprofit  consultant  Kim
Klein, Cal State San Bérmar-
dino provost Andrew R, Bod-
man and Police Chief Keith
Kilmer,

Klein contended near the
start of the meeting that Cali-
fornia's fax structure — which
requires legislative supermajor-
ities o fnerease  taxes: and
includes Propesition 13% for-
mula to limit property taxes —
hamsirings public services.

“You can tell exactly what a

eommunity stands for by its tax
structire,” Klein sail,

The Golden State’s policies
liave resulted in “lots of prison-
15, lots of pollution (and) lots
of poor peaple,” she added

Klein coptended California
necds to allow leglslators 1o
pass mew taxes by a simple
majority and amend the Propo-
sition 13 svstem 1o contimms tax
protections  for  homeowners
but make it edsier for the state
16 inerease levies for properties
owned by businesses.

She said volers should reject
pandidates who pledge 1o
NEVET Taise taxes,

California’s  cONservatives

LaFeern Carter Shall Pholographe
San Bernarding Police Chief Keith Kilmer was one of the
speakers at the Time For Change Foundation meeting
Tuesday at the Feldheym Central Library in San Bernardino.

often contend the state’s fiscal
woes are the tesull of Sacra-
mento spending too much and
raizing taxes to the point busi-
nesses leave

Cal State San Bernarding's
provost said he was worried
that aceess o higher.education
fg diminishing.

Kilmer - expressed concern
that recent reductions in enme
eonld tempt policymakers o
trim police forces:

“We can't sacrifice public
safety," he sabd
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